Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 63 June 1970 aneurysms may be questioned, however; in many cases lesions initially interpreted as microaneurysms actually represent small organized perivascular heemorrhages rather than true aneurysmal dilatations, and there is considerable doubt as to the status of the entire concept. It must be admitted that at present the precise pathogenetic mechanisms underlying the occurence of hypertensive hemorrhages, as well as the factors responsible for their remarkably specific location, both remain unaccounted for.' It is a pity that not one of the authors contributing to this volume has read Charcot and Bouchard's original paper of 1868, or the lovely papers of Ross Russell of 1963 and Cole and Yates of 1967. One gets the impression that this volume is a collection of worn-out gramophone records. But The frequency of Paget's disease in Australians, particularly those of British descent, has enabled the author to present a detailed account of the disease as seen in a large series of patients studied over many years.
The book begins with a historical review including extracts from Sir James Paget's clear description of the clinical course of osteitis deformans. A lucid discussion of the numerous peculiarities of the disease follows, but a number of questions concerning the etiology remain unanswered.
The treatment of uncomplicated Paget's disease is described fully, and radiotherapy is preferred for pain relief. There was no convincing evidence that the irradiation could be associated with the subsequent appearance of sarcoma.
A large series of femoral fractures was treated by various methods; internal fixation was used in nearly half the patients and 73 % of the 90 fractures united within six months. Non-union occurred in 10 patients. The incidence of sarcoma was found to be approximately 1 %. Early diagnosis was difficult and estimations of the serum alkaline phosphatase were not helpful. Pain, pathological fracture and swelling often preceded the appearance of the sarcoma on the radiograph. No treatment was found to prolong life, though irradiation gave symptomatic relief. Amputation was rarely performed.
There are numerous illustrations and the quality of reproduction of the radiographs and photomicrographs is high. Each chapter is followed by a full list of references. This excellent monograph is recommended as a comprehensive and clear review of a fascinating disease. The problems associated with bone autografts, homografts and heterografts are discussed in detail by R G Burwell, and A S Imamaliev describes his experience of transplanting preserved cadaveric articular ends of bones into 88 patients.
W J W Sharrard writes about operative procedures on the limbs and spine of children with cerebral palsy and spina bifida, and emphasizes that increasing numbers of children with the latter condition are surviving and so require carefully planned surgical treatment.
There are well illustrated descriptions by A R Hodgson and A C M C Yau of the various anterior approaches to the spine for tuberculosis, and by R B Salter of innominate osteotomy for congenital dislocation and subluxation of the hip in the older child. B Helal writes on the uses of silicone fluid and silastic prostheses and M E Muller on techniques of fracture fixation with compression. J S Horn gives a remarkable report of the reattachment of severed digits and limbs, and the problems of restoring satisfactory function to them.
H L F Currey and M Mason discuss the management of gout and chondrocalcinosis. A general introduction to genetics by J I P James and Ruth Wynne-Davies is followed by an informative account of genetic problems in orthopadics.
Osteoarthritis features in two chapters. A J Helfet considers methods of arresting the process in the hip and knee, and R Merle d'Aubigne surveys the full range of hip-joint surgery and the indications for each procedure.
There is much valuable information in this book, which will be read with great interest by orthop.edic surgeons.
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